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December 1, 2009 

Coming  
December 6  

Advent Music 
at 3 p.m. 

 

Excerpts from Handel’s Messiah. 
You don’t have to drive to Cleveland and pay huge sums 
of money to hear an Advent presentation from Messiah. 
You can enjoy a musical prayer service free at First Lu-
theran Church. 

Featuring: 

First Lutheran’s Chamber Choir 

A Professional String Quartet 

And Guest Soloists. 
 

Invite your friends for this offering of music and prayer 
for the gift of God’s own Son. 

 

Join us for Caroling or Decorating 

December 13 
Join the Catechism students as 
they go caroling to members 
of our congregation who are 
homebound. Start at the 
church with sloppy joes, pro-
vided by the Family 

Life/Youth Committee, at 11:45a.m. After this time of 
fine dining leave in a  caravan of cars and sing carols (or 
make a joyful noise) on the lawns of some of our home-
bound members.  

If you don’t sing you can 
stay at the church with the 
older youth, grades 10-12, 
and help decorate the 
church and set up the 
Sanctuary trees (we need adults for this project). 

Join Us in Celebration of the 
Nativity of Our Lord  

Christmas will be here before we know 
it, so it’s time to think about worship-
ing the one whom it is all about. Wor-
ship times on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day will be as in past years: 
 

7:00 p.m.– A simpler service of carols, 
candlelight and Holy Communion that 
is designed with small children in mind. The children will 
be taken out for their own special time during the adult 
sermon. The children’s choir will help lead us. 
 

9:00 p.m.– A service that uses carols in place of some of 
the liturgy and also includes Holy Communion and can-
dlelight. The bell choir and adult choir will lead us. 
 

11:00 p.m. -“High Mass”, at least as Lutherans do it, with 
the full Christmas liturgy, still lots of carols, Holy Com-
munion and candlelight done in a slightly different way 
that we think you will like. The chamber choir will help 
lead the service. 
 

 

On Christmas Day we will celebrate the Nativity of our 
Lord with a 10:00 a.m. service of Holy Communion. This 
will be preceded by a breakfast at 8:30 a.m. If you are 
willing to make a breakfast casserole, please sign up on 
the bulletin board. 

 

Advent Bible Studies Begin  

December 1  
Each year we have an early 
morning Advent Study at Pastor 
Jimmy’s home, 1148 W. 29th 
Street. Join us at 8:00 a.m. for 
study of the great song texts in 
Luke that our choir recently highlighted in a special pro-
gram. The coffee will be on and we will take turns bring-
ing some pastries that help us get the day off to a good 
start. We will meet Dec. 1, 8, 15, and 22.  

music  
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Youth from our catechism classes will have pastries 
available between services on December 6 and 13. Your 
free will donations will help them go to the Youth 
Quake early next year. We thank you ahead of time for 
your generosity.  
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Worship servants are needed for Christmas Eve at all 
three services. Needed at each service are: readers, com-
munion assistants, assisting ministers, acolytes, ushers 
and sacristy assistants to prepare the altar for commun-
ion for each service. A sign-up sheet is on the bulletin 
board. 
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Christmas poinsettias for the altar  are 
$12 each for a 7 1/2”plant. See the 
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board. 
These can be taken after the 11 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service. 
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Do your children want to be in the an-
nual Christmas Pageant on December 20 
at 9:15a.m.? Then please be sure to 
bring them to Sunday School starting on 
November 29, the First Sunday in Ad-
vent. All the young children will be to-

gether in a group where they will learn about the Christ-
mas story and also prepare for the pageant. No extra re-
hearsal time will be needed. Advent will truly be a time 
of preparation and anticipation of what is to come.  
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On All Saints’ Sunday memorial contri-
butions were made in honor of the fol-
lowing loved ones: 

 

Michael Anderson, David & Frank Brletic, Elsie Cantu, 
Ken & Joyce Cullen, Lowell & Carol Cutnaw, Virginia 
& Dean Garber, Doris Geisel, John Christie Guffey, 
Linda Huhn, Louis & Anne Mucha, anonymous for par-
ents, Charles Robbins and loved ones. 

A total of $541.00 was donated to the Endowment 
Fund. This fund provides annual financial assistance, 
above and beyond the budget, to ministries through the 
Committees of First Lutheran Church. 
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The Friday Lunch Bunch invites the congregation to 
join them for �	� 
��	�	�� ��� ��	�	�� �	��
������� on Friday, December 11.� We will start the 
evening at the church at 5:00p.m. or at 5:45pm at Mar-
coni’s in Huron; please mark the sign-up sheet that 
you’ll meet us there so we can have your reservation 
made. After figuring out car pooling to save gas and 
increase enjoyment it’s off to Marconi’s Restaurant 
(dinner on your own). After that we’ll tour the lights at 
Saw Mill Creek Resort. There will be a $3 collection 
for gas and entrance fees. 
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(or 5:45pm at Marconi’s) 
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extra donations of canned goods (especially hearty 
soups for the winter months). Also needed are mittens, 
gloves, hats and scarves for our Christmas distribution. 
The mitten tree is in the narthex. These will be given to 
the Food Pantry families on December 10, our regular 

food pantry day. We never seem to 
have enough of these items to give. 
Monetary donations are welcome—
we can do the shopping for you. 
Extra volunteers are always needed 
on the December food pantry day. 
If you can help, see the sign-up on 
the bulletin board. 
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The Support Committee recently did an informal sur-
vey on tithing during the worship service. These are 
the results from those who responded. 

 

18 tithe already (10% or above) 

6 promised God to increase their giving though they 
cannot tithe now. 

 1 promised 1% 

 2 promised 2% 

 1 promised 3% 

 2 promised 5% 

 3 promised 6% 

 2 promised 7% 

 1 promised 8% 

26 promised God to give every Sunday even if they 
are not in church. 

16 promised God to give regularly. 

15 said they are not able to make a promise at this 
time. 
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Support Overwhelming 
for  Homeless Project 

 

Around 50 people stayed after 
church on November 15 to share 
a meal and to learn more about 
the Family Promise project. And 
they also brought gifts: 10 new 
twin sheet sets, 1 set of queen 
size sheets, 19 sets of towels, 8 
blankets, 4 pillows, 6 sets of gently used sheets, 18 
used towel sets and 12 used blankets. Among miscella-
neous items were: 3 clocks, 2 lamps, a mirror, toys, 
books, 3 flashlights with batteries, 1 night stand, 1 af-
ghan, 1 bedspread. Over the last several weeks we have 
also received $1, 318 which includes a $400 match 
from our Thrivent Care in Congregations funds. Based 
on this support, the congregational council approved 
our Service Committee’s application to become a Fam-
ily Promise site.  

 

Family Promise is part of the International Hospitality 
Network that has been helping the homeless in other 
parts of the country for a long time. This is the way it 
works. A network of churches in the area take turns in 
housing homeless families (no more than 14 people) 
for a week at a time about four times a year. The fami-
lies share a home cooked dinner, sleep at the church, 
have breakfast and take a lunch with them as they go to 
a Day House (in Elyria for our community) where they 
can shower, do laundry and receive assistance in find-
ing employment and permanent housing. The average 
family is in the program for a little more than 30 days. 
Two members of the congregation spend the night 
whenever the guests are present.  

Our Service Committee has determined that the large 
classroom on the top floor of our educational building 
is ideal for this. It is used by us only on Sunday morn-
ings, when the guests would have moved on, has bath-
rooms available, accordion room dividers that are per-
fect for carving out some private space, a landing that 
makes a nice sitting area and some unused space that 
can be used for storage. Family Promise will bring the 
beds.  

Please be thinking about how you can help with this 
project. We will need people who are willing to spend 
the night, cook meals, set up and take down beds and 
other jobs that will arise as we get involved. Since we 
will have guests only 3 or 4 times a year, it should not 
be too much of a burden on anyone and will make a 
life changing difference for homeless families. 
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As you have seen in the weekly Support Committee 
reports, our offerings continue to run a little behind 
the expenses for which the congregation budgeted.  
Typically the extra giving by members at Christmas 
(think of it as a Christmas gift to the Lord) has made 
up for the budget deficit. We pray your extra giving 
will do so this year also. 

The members of the Support Committee, however, 
have decided that they will give by, at least, tithing on 
their Christmas gift giving. If they usually give $50 in 
gifts to a person they will give $45 this year with the 
tithe of $5 going to the church –or- $100=$90+$10. 
They thought this was a fair way to decide how much 
extra they will give which also has Biblical roots. 
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The Lectern is a monthly 
newsletter of First Lutheran 
Church of Lorain, Ohio. 
 

We welcome you to worship 
and Holy Communion on 
Sundays at 8:15 a.m., or 
10:30 a.m. with Sunday 
School at 9:15 a.m.  

Nursery provided at 10:30 
a.m. service. 
 

440.244.6286 
 

www.FirstLutheranLorain.org 
 

info@FirstLutheranLorain.org 
 

Co-Pastors: Rev. Jimmy W. 
Madsen and Rev. Dr. 
Linwood  H. Chamberlain Jr.�

First Evangelical Lutheran Church 

603 Washington Ave.   

LORAIN, Ohio  44052-1497 
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you can decrease the risk of catching or spreading the flu 
by: 

¨ Washing your hands often with soap and water or by 
cleaning them with an alcohol based hand sanitizer. 

¨ Cough or sneeze into an elbow or use a tissue, then 
wash your hands. 

¨ Don’t stand as close to people as you 
usually do. 

¨ Exchange the peace in church looking 
each other in the eyes and nodding 
your heads while saying “Peace be with you.” 

¨ If you have flu symptoms or a flu type illness, avoid 
contact outside your house until you are better. 

Please note, the Pastors and the assisting ministers clean 
their hands with hand sanitizers before serving communion 
to keep you safe. 
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Send your Christmas blessings to the congregation and we 
will display your Christmas Card for all to see. 
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We have recently had some cases of rather aggressive 
panhandlers approaching people in the parking lot or 
even coming in the building for after hours events. We 
suggest that you not give them money but instead refer 
them to the Pastors. Through our Love Emergency Aid 
Fund we are often able to help people without giving 
them cash. A consistent approach by all of us will be 
helpful in this.  
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The above mentioned emer-
gency aid fund gets depleted 
quickly during these tough 
economic times, so your 
contributions are always 
needed. We provide food, 
bus tickets, medicine, limited help with utilities, help 
with identification papers and a night of shelter in a 
motel when all other options have been exhausted. 
Your generous support has been making this possible 
for more than 25 years. Thanks!  



The Pastors have been systematically pray-
ing for the congregation for several years. 
Now they are inviting you to join them each 
week. Please keep these members and their 
families in your prayers for December. 
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Known to have been hospitalized or having procedures 
since the last Lectern: Eileen McGee, Gale Wenger, Cherie 
Denman, Linda Beam, Sally Stauder, Louis McGee, El-
frieda Malek, Elizabeth Wajand, Sharon Donofrio, Allen 
Wiech, Dale Kuehn, Joan Baumgartner, Linda Milchen, 
Steve Mendiola, and Don Hobart. 

Allen Wiech sends his thanks for the prayers, cards and 
calls since his recent hospitalization. 

Please keep in your prayers and ministry: Steve Mendiola 
at the death of his brother, Nita Abkemeier at the death of 
her mother and Pastor Laurie Miller at the death of her 
father. 

Steve Mendiola family wishes to thank everyone for the 
prayers and sympathy cards at the death of Steve’s brother, 
Jose. 

Congratulations to Matt & Allison Mowrey at the birth of 
their daughter, Madeline Blake. 

Thanks to all who contributed to the Water Project in Ak-
rampa, and a special thanks to the people of The Chapel -
Sandusky who contributed $600 through their mission 
fund.  

Luminators for Life wish to thank all who helped them 
raise $10,370 to help fund research in a cure for cancer. 
Allen and Sally Wiech especially want to thank all who 
participated, and/or contributed in memory of their son, 
Jason Wiech, to whom the group dedicated their efforts.  
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Council gives a hats off to the catechism 

mentors and to the congregation for their broad support 

for the Family Promise Homeless Shelter. 
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Thanks to those who supported the Meals on 
Wheels fundraiser by sampling some very good bar-
becue ribs and chicken. The next time this is done 
you won’t want to miss it. 

Our Congregation began the first Meals On Wheels 
Program in Lorain in 1972. Five days a week meals 
are prepared for people who are permanently or tem-
porarily homebound. They get a hot meal for the 
low price of $4.75 and have the option of adding 
soup or salad or sandwich. There are only two paid 

people on the staff and all 
drivers are volunteers.  

Do you know of anyone 
who could use the ser-
vices of Meals on 

Wheels? They do not need to be elderly, just in need 
of hot meal delivery. Do you have some time you 
could volunteer as a driver once a week? If you can 


